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Zwi Hirsch ben David Oppenheimer (1793 - 1859)

Rabin si Autor

Rabinul Oppenheimer, supranumit , Gaon Rabbi Herschele Temesvarer” si-a inceput activitatea de
rabin in 1821, in comunitatea spaniola si cea germana din Timisoara. Era un rabin erudit si
cunoscut pentru intelepciunea sa, un vorbitor si un autor talentat. Influenta lui s-a intins in
intregul Banat. In dezbaterea pe tema reformei practicii iudaice, Oppenheimer a contestat ideile
reformiste ale lui Aron Chorin, rabin din Arad, si a reprezentat o pozitie traditionalista, fara sa se
opuna unor Innoiri ca, de pilda, introducerea corului In desfasurarea liturgiei. A publicat
comentarii biblice, predici rabinice si articole polemice.

Rabbi Oppenheimer, known as "Gaon Rabbi Herschele Temesvarer"” began his activity in 1821, in the
Spanish and German Jewish communities of Timisoara. He was a learned rabbi, a talented speaker
and author, well known for his wisdom. His influence spread throughout Banat. In the debate on the
reform of Jewish practice, Oppenheimer challenged the reformist ideas of Aron Chorin, rabbi of Arad,
and held traditionalist views, without opposing renewals such as the introduction of the choir in the
liturqgy. He published Bible commentaries, rabbinic sermons, and polemical articles.
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Dupa Primul Razboi Mondial, rabinul Oppenheimer,
care isi dormea somnul de veci de o jumatate de veac,
si-a castigat faima de rabin facator de minuni, datorita
gradinarului crestin al cimitirului evreiesc care a
atribuit puterii magice a rabinului faptul ca s-a intors
nevatamat din Primul Razboi Mondial. Povestea ne-a
fost transmisa de rabinul Dr. Jakab Singer (1867-1939).
Mormantul Rabinului Oppenheimer, construit In stil
mausoleu, a devenit un loc de pelerinaj pentru evrei si
neevrel.

After World War I, Rabbi Oppenheimer, who had been
dead for half a century, gained the fame of a
miracle-working rabbi, thanks to the Christian gardener
of the Jewish cemetery who attributed to the rabbi's
magical power the fact that he had returned unscathed
from the First World War. This story was told by Rabbi Dr.
Jakab Singer (1867-1939). Rabbi Oppenheimer's
mausoleum-style tomb became a place of pilgrimage for
Jews and non-Jews alike.
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