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MULTICULTURALA A ORASULUI - PERSONALITATI DE MARCA

CONTRIBUTIONS OF TIMISOARA'S JEWISH COMMUNITY TO THE
MULTICULTURAL RICHNESS OF THE CITY - FAMOUS PERSONALITIES

Dr. Ernest Neumann( 1917-2004)

Rabin si presedinte al Comunitatii Evreilor din Timisoara

Ernest Neumann a fost prim-rabin, apoi mare rabin al comunitatii evreilor din Timisoara (1949-2004). A apartinut
curentului neolog. S-a nascut in 1917 in Ceica, judetul Bihor, un sat romanesc cu o0 numeroasa comunitate
evreiasca. Din copilarie a stapanit limbile maghiara, romana, idis si ebraica, iar mai tarziu si-a insusit franceza,
engleza si germana. A studiat la Institutul Seminarului Rabinic Superior Orszagos din Budapesta, la care se punea
conditia ca seminaristul sa fie totodata student al Universitatii de Stiinte Pazmany Péter, la facultatile de Filosofie,
Limbi semite si Istorie orientala. A sustinut teza de doctorat in anul 1940.

Ernest Neumann was first rabbi, then chief-rabbi of the Jewish community of Timisoara (1949-2004). He belonged to
Neolog Judaism. He was born in 1917 in Ceica, Bihor County, a Romanian village with a large Jewish community. From
childhood he mastered Hungarian, Romanian, Yiddish and Hebrew, and later learned French, English and German. He
studied at the Orszagos Higher Rabbinical Seminary Institute in Budapest, and in parallel he studied philosophy,
Semitic languages and oriental history at the University of Budapest, earning a doctorate in 1940

Dupa incheierea studiilor rabinice la Budapesta, incepand din 1941, dr. Ernest Neumann a devenit angajat al
Comunitatii Evreilor din Timisoara. Initial, indeplinea doua functii: preda religie si istorie la Liceul Israelit si avea
totodata functia de rabin la Templul status quo din Fabric. Primii ani de activitate au fost ani grei, de mare
nesiguranta si teama, in care, in afara de o scurta intrerupere, cand a fost deportat intr-un lagar de munca
obligatorie, tanarul rabin a sprijinit si imbarbatat comunitatea.

After completing his rabbinic studies in Budapest, starting in 1941, Dr. Ernest Neumann became an employee of the
Jewish Community of Timisoara. Initially, he held two positions: he taught religion and history at the Jewish High
School and he also served as a rabbi at the Status Quo Temple in the Fabric district. The first years of his career were
difficult years, of great insecurity and fear, in which, apart from a brief interruption, when he was deported to a
compulsory labor camp, the young rabbi supported and encouraged the community.

A scris articole pe teme de politica
externa, comentarii, opinii despre
evolutia lumii si despre necesitatea
modernizarii postbelice. Deziluzionat de
evolutia politica a tarii, s-a dedicat
indrumarii spirituale ca rabin al
comunitatii, conducerii ei administrative
in functia de presedinte, activitatii
pedagogice si promovarii ecumenismului.

He wrote articles on foreign policy,
commentaries, opinions on the evolution of
the world and the need for postwar
modernization. Disillusioned with the
country's political evolution, he devoted
himself to spiritual guidance as a rabbi of
the community, to its administrative
leadership as president, to pedagogical
activity and the promotion of ecumenism.
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