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Peter Freund (1936 - 2018)
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S-a nascut in Timisoara, intr-o familie instarita, fiul unui medic si al unei cantarete de opera.
Familia locuia in centrul orasului, in palatul Farber. Joseph Freund, tatal sau, era proprietarul si
directorul unui Sanatoriu, cunoscut sub numele Sanatoriul Freund, unde in timpul anilor
razboiului evreii din oras erau ingrijiti. Dupa studii la Universitatea Politehnica Timisoara, Peter
Freund a emigrat in 1959 din Romania si s-a stabilit timp de cativa ani la Viena, unde a obtinut in
anul 1960 doctoratul in fizica teoretica la Universitatea din Viena sub indrumarea celebrului
fizician Walter Thirring. Din 1965 a fost la Universitatea din Chicago. A fost Professor Emeritus,
Departamentul de Fizica, Institutul Enrico Fermi.

Peter Freund was born in Timisoara, in a wealthy family, the son of a doctor and an opera singer. The
family lived in the city center, in the Fdrber Palace. Joseph Freund, his father, was the owner and
manager of a Sanatorium, known as the Freund Sanatorium, where the city's Jews were cared during
the war years. After studying at the Polytechnic University of Timisoara, Peter Freund emigrated in
1959 and settled for several years in Vienna, where he obtained in 1960 a doctorate in theoretical
physics, with Walter Thirring as his thesis adviser. Since 1965 he has been at the University of
Chicago. He was Professor Emeritus at the Enrico Fermi Institute’s Department of Physics.

Peter Freund a avut contributii deosebit de importante in fizica teoretica, fizica particulelor si
teoria stringurilor, In teoria monopolilor magnetici, In supersimetrii si supergravitatie. Alaturi de
munca de cercetare si de articole in reviste de specialitate, a publicat in ultimii ani nuvele, povestiri
si eseuri. Dialog peste Atlantic (2006), convorbirea intre Peter Freund si fostul coleg de clasa Radu
Ciobanu, ramas in Romania, scriitor si critic literar, acopera teme diverse: Romania comunista,
arta, literatura, muzica si stiinta, terorism si anti-americanism, printre altele. Tales in a Minor Key
(2012) evoca o lume sumbra in Timisoara din a doua jumatate a sec. XX. A Passion for Discovery
(2007) este o carte fascinanta despre lumea oamenilor de stiinta, cu portretele celor mai distinsi
fizicieni si matematicieni ai secolului trecut, cu povestiri si anecdote.

Peter Freund has made particularly important contributions to theoretical physics, particle physics
and string theory, to the theory of magnetic monopoles, to supersymmetry and supergravity. Along
with his research work and publications in specialized journals, he published short stories and essays
in his later years. Dialogue across the Atlantic (2006), the conversation between Peter Freund and
writer and literary critic Radu Ciobanu, a former classmate living in Romania, covers various topics:
Communist Romania, art, literature, music and science, terrorism and anti-Americanism, among
others. Tales in a Minor Key (2012) evokes a gloomy world in Timisoara during the second half of the
20th century. A Passion for Discovery (2007) is a fascinating book about the world of scientists,
containing literary portraits of the most distinguished physicists and mathematicians of the last
century, as well as stories and anecdotes.
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